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All things being thus cleared up, and the armies
just ready to engage, the Grecian general caused
sacrifices to the gods for victory to be brought to the
head of the troops ; nor would the Athenians stir, or
strike a stroke, till they were ended, and that the
priests gave signals of the fortunate omens. The
Persian army advanced, the horsemen charged in
upon the foremost troops, the arrows flew in
clouds, and many were slain; but it was all one,
the soldiers sat upon the ground, and would not stir
a foot.

But as soon as Pausanias had notice that the sa-
crifices were happily ended, and that he found those
tokens in the entrails of the beasts, which the su-
perstition of the age esteemed fortunate, and signals
of success; he immediately caused the army to raise
a shout, and gave the signal of battle: upon which
the soldiers suddenly rise up upon their feet, with
acclamations, and received the charge of the Barba-
rians in such excellent order, and with such un-
daunted bravery, that notwithstanding the enemy
came pouring in upon them with their multitudes,
expecting to bear all down before them, yet the
Persians were repulsed, and utterly overthrown, and
Mardonius with above three hundred thousand men
killed upon the spot.

What ecclesiastic magic was this ! what super-
stition, without ground! The sacrifices would
have gone on, though the armies had engaged; or
if not, why were they not brought sooner to the
place, and how in a few moments more might the
whole army have been cut in pieces without resist-
ance, for want of the ceremony of a timely sacri-
fice ! But such is the power of superstition, and to
such a degree of possession or infatuation had the
Devil, by the means of his instruments the magicians,
brought mankind.

Tliis I take to be the meridian of the Devil's in-